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The Grenzbahn-Project 



2011: termination of railway services 
between the district of Oberwart and 
Vienna due to a lack of passengers 

– Potential of infrastructure wasn‘t 
used  empty trains 

– Demonstrations and public      
relations kept the topic alive 
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1. About „Südburgenland Pro Bahn“ 

Introduction   

Source: Statistik Austria 
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2. Caught in the middle 

Current Situation   

Source: Mayer, H. (2014): Mobil 2020 in der Grenzregion Südost 
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2. Street Map from 1930 

Austrian – Hungarian 
border:  ~ 350 km 
 
Border crossings for 
railway services: 
 
1930:   11 
2015:       6 

Source: Verkehrs- und Reisekarte von Österreich, Kartographisches 
Institut, Wien, um 1930 

Current Situation   
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2. Expenses for railways (left) and streets (right) by the 
federal state of Burgenland 

Current Situation   



7 

Oberwart  car public 

Szombathely 0:40 4:26 

Eisenstadt 1:10 3:15 

Graz 0:50 2:06 

Vienna 1:20 1:40 

Budapest 3:15 4:49 

Zagreb 2:55 8:08 

2. Public transport today 

Source: maps.google.com 

Current Situation   
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2. Freight traffic today 

Numbers according to Portschy, H. (2014) 

Current Situation   
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Source: Private pictures 

Current Situation   
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2. The Future?  

Source: Mayer, H. (2014): Mobil 2020 in der Grenzregion Südost 

Current Situation   
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2. Governmental survey in Burgenland 2014 

Source: www.b-mobil.ino 

 Upgrade of the public transport, better connections to Hungary and the metropolitan areas 

Current Situation   



Cross-border railway connections between Burgenland and 
Western Hungary 
1. Rebuilding Oberwart – Szombathely 
2. Upgrading Sopron – Eisenstadt - Vienna (double-track) 
 
Project partners 
1. WESTPA - Nyugat-dunántúli Regionális Fejlesztési Ügynökség 

Közhasznú Nonprofit Kft 
2. TU Wien - Institut für Verkehrswissenschaften, 

Forschungsbereich Verkehrsplanung und Verkehrstechnik 
3. Land Burgenland 
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3. Project GrenzBahn - Introduction 

Source: www.b-mobil.info 

The project GrenzBahn 



Costs 
•Total costs:  119 Mio. € 
•Austria: 89 Mio. € (40 %) 
•Hungary:  30 Mio. € (85 %) 
•Annual costs: 1.4 Mio. € 

Travel time 
•Friedberg – Szombathely:  57 min 
•Oberwart – Wien:  100 min 

Time frame 
•Start of construction works: 2019 
•Completion   2023 

Construction works 
•Straightening and acceleration measures 
•New tracks Oberwart - border 
•New route border - Szombathely 

GrenzBahn 
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3. Key Facts about the project GrenzBahn 

According to media reports 

The project GrenzBahn 
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3. The marked-out route 

Picture: ORF Burgenland 

Picture: www.meinbezirk.at 
The project GrenzBahn 



Local connections 

Burgenland Western Hungary 

National connections 

Vienna Graz & Eisenstadt 

International connections 

SETA-Axis Baltic-Adriatic-Axis 
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3. The function of the „new“ railway 

The project GrenzBahn 



Public transport 

• Local connections  
• Better connections to the 

hubs Szombathely, Sopron, 
Eisenstadt, Wiener Neustadt, 
Graz, Budapest and Vienna 

• Better accessibility for 
tourists in both regions 
(wellness, biking, wine) 

 

Rail Cargo 

• Exchange of products and goods 
• Access to SETA-Axis, to the 

adriatic harbours and 
international hubs for local 
companies 

• More attractive for new 
companies 
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3. Expected positive impacts 

The project GrenzBahn 



•economic revenues exceed the economic costs significantly  

•Juncker plan: great opportunity to receive EU funding 

•establishment of companies, creating new jobs and increasing    
residential development 

•Boost for the local economy and the regional added value 

•Cost – benefit – ratio: 1.65 

 

 Austro-Hungarian team recommends reestablishing this railway line 
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3. Cost-benefit-analysis 

According to media reports 

The project GrenzBahn 



• Honest efforts or only election campaign? 

• Same federal government that terminated 
the railway services 4 years ago 

• Announcements since 2000, first ground-
breaking ceremony in 2002 

 

• Probably the last chance to reestablish this 
line!!! 
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4. Outlook 

Outlook 
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Thank you for your attention! 
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