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         Cross-border rail links in Spain1
With France

With Portugal

In service Portbou - Cerbère
Vilafant – le Soler (HSL partially inaugurated)
Puigcerdà – Latour de Carol
Irun – Hendaie (x2)

Out of service Canfranc – Pau (replaced with a bus)
Never completed La Pobla de Segur – Saint Girons

In service Tui – Valença do Minho
Fuentes de Oñoro – Vilar formoso
Valencia de Alcántara – Beira Marvao
Badajoz - Elvas

Out of service Fuente de San Esteban - Pocinho
Never completed Ayamonte – Vilareal de Santo António
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         Cross-border rail links in Spain1
A strange reciprocity at border stations

Hendaye

Irun

Oloron
St.Marie

Canfranc

La Tour
de Carol

Puigcerdà

Cerbère

Portbou

Figueres
Vilafant

Perpignan

Iberian Gauge 
UIC Gauge 

Metric Gauge (Train Jaune SNCF)
Metric Gauge (Topo. EuskoTren)



4

         Cross-border rail links in Spain1
LA TOUR DE CAROL
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         Timetables for HSL line between Barcelona and Perpignan2

Alv. Alvia. Fast Train. Renfe
Arc. Arco. Renfe
Diu. Diurno. Renfe.
Est. Estrella. Night Train. Renfe
Lun. Lunéa. Night Train. SNCF
R3 Commuter Train. Renfe

TER Regional Train. SNCF
TGV High Speed Train. SNCF
TH Talgo Trainhotel. Renfe + SNCF

Cross-border direct train
Transfer possibilities
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         Timetables between Portbou and Cerbère3

Cartagena
Alv. Alvia. Fast Train. Renfe
Arc. Arco. Renfe
Diu. Diurno. Renfe.
Est. Estrella. Night Train. Renfe
Lun. Lunéa. Night Train. SNCF
R3 Commuter Train. Renfe

TER Regional Train. SNCF
TGV High Speed Train. SNCF
TH Talgo Trainhotel. Renfe + SNCF

Cross-border direct train
Transfer possibilities
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         Timetables between Portbou and Cerbère3

Alv. Alvia. Fast Train. Renfe
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TGV High Speed Train. SNCF
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         Timetables between Puigcerdà and la Tour de Carol4

Alv. Alvia. Fast Train. Renfe
Arc. Arco. Renfe
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         Timetables between Irun and Hendaye5
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Transfer possibilities



19

         Timetables between Irun and Hendaye5

Alv. Alvia. Fast Train. Renfe
Arc. Arco. Renfe
Diu. Diurno. Renfe.
Est. Estrella. Night Train. Renfe
Lun. Lunéa. Night Train. SNCF
R3 Commuter Train. Renfe

TER Regional Train. SNCF
TGV High Speed Train. SNCF
TH Talgo Trainhotel. Renfe + SNCF

Cross-border direct train
Transfer possibilities



20

         Problems to solve7

Ticketing Information Confort Connections
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SNCF RENFE. Commuter train.
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         Problems to solve7

Ticketing Information Confort Connections

 Lots of trains could cross borders but they don't do it. Adding only one more 
station, with current timetables, more transfers could be guaranteed 
 Too much timetables exceptions in SNCF. It difficult the coordination between 
Renfe and SNCF.
 We need more direct trains, without transfers
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         Technology against frontiers 8

Vía LIbreVía LIbre
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In front of absence of 
infrastructure, two countries are 
able to connect their railways by 
ferry...
Why can't we ensure more direct 
connections when the rail 
infrastructure is continuous?
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